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wderstood intellectually.

D IS SEEN; He is not
ined theoretically.

AUTY IS PERCEIVED;
not speculated about

tractly.”

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew

e

In his book, “ENCOUNTERING
THE MYSTERY,” the Ecumenical

Patriarch remains faithful to this stated
point of view. His words are based not

on speculation or academic research -
although he holds a theological doctorate

- but on lived experience.

A single master theme binds together
everything Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew has to say in this book, and

that is his insistence on the value of the

human person: “Each human person is
uniquely created in the image of God, never able to be reduced to

anything less than a mystery.”

In the course of this book, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
has sharp and challenging things to say, especially about the
misuse of the environment. Yet at the same time he is a prophet of
hope, not of doom... Inspired by this hopefulness, the Ecumenical
Patriarch does not speak with passive resignation, but consistently

urges the need for action.

—Metropolitan Kallistos Ware of Diokleia.
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cumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople is
Ethe symbol of unity for the self-governing national and
ethnic Orthodox Christian churches throughout the world.
He is well known for his commitment to protecting the
environment, and for opening communications with other
Christians (especially the Roman Catholic Church) as well as

with Muslims and other religious groups.

Written with personal warmth and great erudition,
‘ENCOUNTERING THE MYSTERY,” illuminates
the rich culture and soul of Orthodox Christianity.
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
traces the roots of Orthodox
Christianity to its founding 2000 years ago,
explores its spirituality and doctrine, and
explains its liturgy and art. More especially,

in a unique and unprecedented way, he relates

Orthodox Christianity to contemporary
issues, such as freedom and human rights,
social justice and globalization, as well as

nationalism and war.
—Random House Editorial Staff. J

AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE
MARCH 18, 2008




